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From Delhi to Puducherry- An Introspect on the Inter-
State Council

 Aryan Chowdhury of the Dawn News Agency explains the various domains of the
agenda and provides plausible solutions for them.

India is a heterogenous mixture of different cultures, dialects and religions. It is the country with the
greatest number of officially recognised languages, and with many more small tribal dialects that still
stand unrecognised. To administer such a huge country, with such a variety of people, the
Government of India, on the advice of the Sarkaria Commission, formed the Inter-State Council. In
1983, the Government of India appointed a commission under Justice RS Sarkaria, to review and
reform the power- sharing arrangement between the Centre and States. The Commission revealed
that there had been a greater centralisation of powers, away from the states and towards the Union.
Hence, it called for the formation of a permanent recommendatory body, to be called the Inter-State
Council, with the intention of catalyzing better coordination between the States and the Union. It has
since then been relatively successful in ensuring peace between the States and the Union.
In a few days, there will be a sitting of the Inter-State Council, that deliberates on the status and
powers of the Union Territories, with special emphasis on the National Capital Territory of Delhi
Act, 2021. To understand this, we first need to be aware of what a Union Territory is. A Union
Territory (UT), as the name suggests, is a place or small state, which is directly governed by the Union.
In most cases, the President has complete autonomy over the Union Territory, and the Parliament has
supreme legislative power over a Union Territory. 
Union Territories have often been the subject of many controversies and political kerfuffle. One such
cause célèbre is the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Act, 2021. This
Act, which is an Amendment to the Government of National Capital Territory Act of 1991, was
passed in March, 2021, with the aim to provide greater powers to the Lieutenant Governor (LG),
reducing the Chief Minister to a mere puppet. The LG will be given rule making power and executive
power over Delhi. This has led to a huge uproar in the political circle. There is now a turf war between
the two major factions, i.e., the BJP-led NDA and the INC-led UPA, with the latter calling out for a
withdrawal of the Act as it clearly states that the word ‘Government’ shall be used to refer to the
Lieutenant General and not the elected one. 
Similarly, there has been a string of controversial laws pertaining to the island of Lakshadweep, such
as permission for the sale of alcohol in the Muslim-majority island, ban on beef consumption and the
Draft Lakshadweep Development Regulates, which provides for wider powers to the Union on matters
of development and construction. It also intends to make it a tourist hotspot, under the pretext of
increased employment in the island. This has led to widespread resentment among island dwellers as
they say that these laws try to not only attack Islam but will also lead to an environmental catastrophe.
In a similar fashion, there has been a constant tussle of power between Puducherry, an administrative
UT and the state of Tamil Nadu, something which still remains unsolved, while there are constant 



terror attacks in the UT of Jammu and Kashmir, and a threat from China in the UT of Ladakh. All of
this much more remains to be discussed in the Inter-State Council.
The first and most crucial solution to be implemented should be the appointment of better
administrators and Lieutenant Generals. There has been a recent trend of appointing party members
or those affiliated to the party as the administrators. Administrators are supposed to be government
servants, representatives of the President and not puppets of the Executive, which has been seen in the
case of Mr Praful Patel and Ms Kiran Bedi.
Secondly, a consensus must be reached in Lakshadweep. For this, liquor sale must once again be
prohibited as it is in the best interest of all. 

Secondly, complete developmental powers must not be given to the Union, with an equal or more
preferably more power to the local authorities. To appease the population, steps must be taken to
instead preserve the fragile ecosystem of the island and the government should rather work towards
better education for the youth of the rather obscure population. To avoid a crisis such as that in
Puducherry, administrators must be appointed for a region for which they have a good understanding
of the social and political scenario. This would not only appease all the stake-holders but also make it
easier for the Government to pass laws accordingly.

For a single UT, there should be at least 5 nominees, out of which 1 is appointed, with the local
government also being present in the appointment process. This shall impede animosity and promote
a feeling of oneness within the local bureaucracy. 
With this, it must be said that the Inter-State Council needs to tackle a plethora of issues, ranging
from political to personal. It is in the hands of the elected representatives to form sound and plausible
solutions, which shall not only resolve the problem at hand but also stand helpful in future cases. It is
to see whether the politicians just blabber and banter or form coherent and concrete resolutions.
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A New Dawn

  Aradhaya Adlakha of L’Humanite urges the Congress of Vienna to
establish a more egalitarian order

 
 The rise of Napoleon Bonaparte had caused more harm than good to the European socio-economic

and political landscape. His fall has paved the way for the European nations to undo the reforms that
were brought about by his reign, and bring about a new, equitable order.
The primary aim with which the congress has been set up, is to bring about order to the chaos that the
fall of Napoleon Bonaparte has brought. Many then have pointed to the need of establishing a new
conservative order, however, one must question if the establishment of such an order would be
beneficial for the masses, specially towards those who have been the long standing oppressed class.
Conservatism, at its core, is an ideology which focuses on tradition and social stability. It favours the
maintenance of established institutions, organized religion and obedience to authority. However, this
obedience of authority has come at the cost of the proletariat. From the constant denial of voting
rights to bearing the tax burden, the proletariat have had to face the shorter end of the stick.
L’Humanite urges the Congress of Vienna to adopt a more egalitarian approach while restoring order,
in order to ensure an enhancement of status for the proletariat and a more equitable opportunity
towards a better standard of life.

It is also crucial to highlight the reason as to why the establishment of a Liberal State failed in the
context of the French. The rise of a despotic power like that of Napoleon was primarily because of the
introduction of a liberal state that was not radical enough and was fraught by a conservationist
ideology. Even when power was given to the masses through the process of voting rights, only the
landed men were granted the right to vote, the ones who indirectly had power from the very
beginning. The liberal state failed to acknowledge the stark economic inequality that existed in the
superstructure. The vested interests of the liberal state were like that of the conservationists, the
accumulation of wealth and power in the hands of a few. What was needed instead, was something
more equitable. The granting of voting rights to each and every adult citizen would have allowed for a
more egalitarian system of power-sharing.
It is also important to consider the growing sense of nationalism among the German citizens. In a
nation wherein the political dynamic is already sensitive, it becomes crucial to consider the fact that
imposing a rigid system would further aggravate the masses, especially those who face a disadvantage
with the establishment of a new conservative order. To prevent the masses from further getting
aggravated, the leaders of the Nation-States must come up with a more egalitarian order, favouring
the oppressed classes to ensure that they are able to enhance their status and standard of living. 



Made by Palak Bothra

 Furthermore, the leaders of the Nation-State must implement certain policies, like tax concessions for
the oppressed classes, reduced prices when it comes to the purchase of subsistence like food grain, to
truly ensure that they are able to overcome the oppression that they have been facing for time
immemorial, and, an enhanced standard of living.
L’Humanite urges the Congress of Vienna to do away with the despotic system of conservative order
which strives on the oppression of the lower classes. Instead, take adequate measures to create a state
which is more acceptive towards the needs of each and every one of its citizens. L’Humanite is
confident that the new dawn which is yet to rise in Europe, would truly imbibe the principles of
Liberty, Equality and Fraternity.

 

 



The Great Escape 

   Aryan Chowdhury of the Dawn News Agency exercises the
journalistic creative license

 
 I was on a backpacking trip through Rajasthan. Since backpacking naturally implies a minimal
expenditure, I decided to return to Lucknow by bus as it was a much cheaper option than a train. I
arrived at the small bus station in Cheoki and bought the cheapest ticket I could find. The bus
number, which if I remember correctly, was S-13. I remember thinking how unholy a bus number it
was. Nevertheless, I quickly hopped onto the bus and huddled into the very first seat I could find. 

The journey from Cheoki to Lucknow is an overnight one. Hence, I had already brought all that was
needed to get a good night’s rest. Rest I say, because the bus was cranky and squeaky, filled to the brim
with people of all sorts, from street artists to farmers and families visiting their loved ones. What
added fuel to the fire was the fact that it was probably one of the hottest days of the year, hence the air
was murky and pungent, not something I was accustomed to. All of this made it impossible to sleep.
Hence, resting provided the only solace I could find. 

My co-passenger was a rather young fellow. His name was Neel. He had a stout face, with bright eyes,
just like those of Sachin when he hits a six. He also had quite an athletic structure. He was a chatty
fellow, always gossipping with fellow passengers and not allowing me to get even a bit of rest. Finally,
I surrendered my sleep to him and agreed to engage in his gossipping, which to be honest, I wasn’t
very fond of. He told me he was the son of the local pradhan and was returning home after a long
semester in college. He told me that he was preparing for next year’s Youth Games, in which he
exclaimed he was going to win a Gold in track and keirin.

No sooner did we start to talk, than time passed by. Soon, it was midnight. We had just talked a bit
about politics when the bus suddenly swerved to the left. Then, there was a huge thud. The windows
shattered, and people flew left, right and centre. The bus rolled over and ended up in what appeared
to be a ditch. I was conscious all this time and quickly scampered away from the debris. I looked out
for Neel, but in the darkness nothing was visible. There was a stench emanating from the muddy
waters, which made it difficult to breathe. Suddenly, I felt someone’s body. When I ducked down, I
found it to be Neel. Quickly, I threw away the chair that was crushing him and helped him get out.
His leg was severed, bleeding profusely. I took my handkerchief and tied it around his leg. Soon, help
arrived. 

I assisted the police in getting those trapped inside out. However, four people, including the driver,
lost their lives. An investigation revealed that the axle of the brake shafts was rusty and hence it broke.
This made the brakes ineffective and they failed.



Later, I went to the hospital to enquire about Neel’s status. The nurse told me Neel’s thigh joint was
broken, and it needed to be amputated. I felt happy but sorry. Happy because I had saved his life and
sorry because his sports career was ruined. 

The next time I heard about Neel was when he won the Gold for India in track in the Paralympics.

 

 



Will the Crisis Come to an End? 

   Anvadya Khatri of El Nacional proposes ways to bring the health
crisis in Venezuela to an end

 
In a span of thirty-five years, there has been a constant deterioration of the health sector of Venezuela
because of shortage of medicines, health supplies, and equipment. Currently, around 2.8 million
people are in urgent need of healthcare and around 4.3 million people are suffering due to the lack of
water, sanitation, and hygiene services. Due to the collapsing health infrastructure, infectious and
vaccine-preventable diseases have also re-emerged. Between 2016-2018, just in two years, there have
been 280 deaths due to Diptheria and in 2018, over 5000 cases of measles were confirmed. 
According to Article 43 of the Venezuelan Constitution, the right to live is unavoidable. However,
from the above-mentioned data, it’s evident that the government is not taking the required steps. If
only it had taken the right steps, the lives of so many people could have been saved.
It has been observed that the currency exchange restrictions and price control systems imposed by the
government interfere with the ability of pharmaceutical companies to sell medicines, health supplies,
etc. This interference discourages private companies from setting up pharmacies in Venezuela. Lifting
such restrictions and making investing in the healthcare sector easier can increase the number of
existing pharmacies in the country, consequently curing the shortage of medicines. While the prices of
medicines for the public should be capped, the government should pay the private companies an extra
amount. This would promote more companies to invest and in return gain profit; parallelly, more
people would be able to receive treatment and that too at a subsidized rate.
Another cause of poor healthcare facilities is the overlapping of government schemes that are
supposed to improve people’s health by giving them certain advantages. But since various schemes lead
to confusion and mixing of groups that would receive the advantages, the benefits of these schemes get
minimized. One possible solution for this problem can be adopting the idea of ‘Consortium’. This
means that a separate union can be formed just to look after the health sector of Venezuela, and all
schemes regarding healthcare can only be passed by this union. On one hand, this would prevent the
mixing of schemes and on the other hand, it would maximize the benefits received by the people.
According to Franciso Monaldi, an expert on Venezuela’s oil industry at Rice University, the oil
production in the country has been falling since 2014. Had this not been happening, the excess oil
could have been exported and from the money earned, the government could have invested in the
health sector.
This shows that not only the health sector is collapsing, but also the economy of the country is
suffering huge losses since the government didn't invest sufficient time and money in the areas it
should have. If it wasn't for the reduction in oil production, the profits from the imports could have
immensely helped Venezuela stabilize its health sector.
Diseases spread more easily in unhygienic areas, and according to the data, in the year 2020, the
unemployment rate of the country was 9.38%. 



If the unemployed could be employed as sanitation workers by the government, it would help to
reduce both- the unemployment rate and the rate at which diseases spread. With job security and
fewer chances of contracting a disease, the people of Venezuela can become content. 
It is piteous to know that people suffer at the cost of decisions taken by their very own
representatives, but if new and better policies are adopted, both the economy and the healthcare
system can flourish.

 



Churning Waves 

 
The British East India Company now controls a significant portion of the golden bird that is the
Indian subcontinent. Great empires are never without enemies though. With threats from various
Indian rulers and rival trading companies, the British East India Company has to be on alert at all
times to ensure the empire flourishes.

The years that have passed now stand as a monument for history to remember, for all time. The
British East India Company, once a humble group of merchants and traders, has grown to become a
great power in the Indian subcontinent, easily overshadowing the French and the Dutch. What roll of
the dice was set in motion? What good fortune has been bestowed upon the Company? To understand
the shift from traders to rulers, we must travel back in time.
In 1766, the first Anglo-Mysore war erupted, mainly instigated by the Nizam of Hyderabad, Asaf Jah
II. This war resulted in the Treaty of Madras, cunningly written with deliberate vagueness so as to be
of benefit to Madras and Mysore. The First Anglo-Mysore war also resulted in the French establishing
strong ties with Mysore, an event that could prove threatening for the British rule in India. 

The French were rapidly becoming more aggressive in their trade, actively supplying arms and
ammunition to warring kingdoms, meddling in court affairs and engaging in scuffles with the British
trading posts. While it did cause the British East India Company to incur losses, ultimately the second
Anglo-Mysore war resulted in the capture of most of South India, significantly expanding British rule
in India. 

At present, the British empire faces rising threats from the Khalsa Dal, a fighting force assembled by
the Sikhs of Punjab as a way to undermine the sovereignty of what they consider “outsiders”. The
Marathas go through varying phases of domination and losses, with their leaders changing ever so
often. The Nizam of Hyderabad poses no significant threat with his army, for the fact is, strong as it
may be, it is also small in size. The Mughals are rulers only by name. The true enemies to British rule
are the French and the Dutch, both vying for kingdoms and trading ports under the British East India
Company. 

They continuously attempt to meddle in matters of the state, actively instigate war and supply arms as
an act of power. In order to ensure that the Empire continues to expand and flourish, it is imperative
that there be a mutual understanding amongst the rival factions and the Company. Representatives
from the French, Dutch and British companies need to come to an agreement and draw up a treaty
that is mutually beneficial for all concerned parties. 

   Muktaa Patil of the Madras Courier sheds light on how the East India
Company could strategically assume control of the subcontinent

 



Clear and fair trade rules also need to be established along with specifications regarding the areas
under each company with clauses in case there is a non-compliance with the rules. A settlement also
needs to be reached with the native factions to ensure that business continues running smoothly and
the expansion of the empire continues undeterred. 

Mutually beneficial agreements between the Company and the native rulers should be reached. This
can be done by display of goodwill, such as helping during wartime, providing assistance in court
matters, providing required supplies in exchange for more trade centres, leniency in taxes and more
freedom in political matters. 

The British East India Company is a representation of Britain and the great pinnacle to which
humanity can reach. These agreements with rival factions will reinforce the aforementioned proposals
and increase goodwill for Great Britain around the world.

 
 

 



Raging Against the Raj

 
Beware of the lurking power-hungry whispering in your ears. They would benefit from division.
Indubitably, this is an allusion to the English East India Company, also signified by tyranny,
corruption, and scandal. 

The East India Company portrays itself as an efficient and dynamic institution, while insisting that
Indian rulers are primitive and inferior. It therefore surmises that it has a duty to extend its imperial
control over the subcontinent. However, it is important to question the amount of truth within this
propaganda. . To elucidate, consider the Company’s crushing defeat in the Battle of Pollilur at the
hands of Hyder Ali, the ruler of Mysore. A humanitarian crisis unfolded as thousands came flooding
into Madras to escape the war, as famine and other human horrors enveloped the southern part of the
subcontinent. The East India Company did nothing at all. Whereas, contrary to rumours that Hyder
Ali’s army had massacred everyone they found after his army took Arcot, the captured soldiers were in
fact escorted to friendly territory and allowed to write letters home. Ali even had his people deliver
them.

The problems of low pay for soldiers in the subaltern ranks of the East India Company’s army and the
unscrupulous promotion systems have long been open secrets. The Company is also engaging in illegal
wars of conquest, pressurizing and eventually subjugating weaker rulers. Additionally, given that its
officials are intent on slaughtering troops for chimerical dreams of conquest it is only commonsensical
for the sepoys to disregard their agreeability to work for anyone, especially the East India Company,
offering them money. To avoid the loss of more lives and resist being subjected to oppression it is
imperative that the soldiers mutiny against the English.

It is advisable that instead of squabbling over their differences and indulging in pettifoggery, the
Indian Kingdoms of the 18th century should open their eyes and see the profuse corruption
transpiring on their watch by innumerable British officials. Only a few like the previous Governor of
Madras, Sir Thomas Rumbold, can be trusted. He was a great man for only amassing a fortune of
about 600,000 pounds while in India. The kingdoms should ally with each other instead of doing so
with the East India Company to bring down each other to prevent this incessant drain of wealth from
the Indian subcontinent.  

The British officials tax the people without representation and suppress their freedom of speech. To
fight against this despotic regime, the inhabitants of India must argue for transparency, rebel against
the government and deploy all possible methods to prevent the British from gaining control of their
nation in a wicked manner.

   Kavya Sharma of the Bengal Gazette expounds solutions to tackle the
tumultuous times in the Indian subcontinent under the East India Company 
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